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Examines four letters from tenth-century to twelfth-century Egypt [S.B. Kopt. 11, 938, P. Ryl. Copt. 267,
P. Reinhardt Kirchenbann-Urkunde, S.B. Kopt. IV, 1778]. - Introduction. - Christian religious
authorities in a changing legal landscape. - The letters. - Scripture in documentary Coptic traditions. -
Daniel vs. Abraham: comparison with seventh-century bishops. - Performative aspect of the letters. -
Intended and unintended effects of the letters. - Conclusion.
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