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Peter van Minnen, Romans in Egypt before the Constitutio Antoniniana: When, Where, and Why?

Mario Capasso, Paola Davoli & Natascia Pellé (edd.), Proceedings of the 29th International Congress of
Papyrology. Lecce, 28 July - 3 August 2019 = Quaderni dell'Istituto superiore universitario di
formazione interdisciplinare. 2 (Lecce, 2022) II, pp. 1002-1025, figg.

http://siba-ese.unisalento.it/index.php/29th_ICP/issue/view/1881

The Roman presence in Egypt is traced from before the Roman conquest by focusing on people with
Roman names. The majority were to be found in Alexandria, and most were (the descendents of) Roman
freedmen. A sizeable number owed their Roman names to service in the Roman army, but they are
overrepresented in the evidence from the chora. By the time of the Constitutio Antoniniana there may
have been 300,000 Romans in Egypt, two thirds of them in Alexandria.
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