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Magdalena Łaptaś, Byzantine influence on Nubian painting: the loroi and the gender of the Archangels.
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The conversion of the Nubian Kingdoms, by the missions sent from Constantinople in the sixth century,
was followed by Byzantine influence on Nubian art. One of the most obvious examples of this process
was representing archangels dressed in loroi. This paper aims to present the evolution of loroi in Nubian
art. In Byzantium, they were ceremonial stoles worn on special occasions by the emperors or the highest
dignitaries. The archangels were also clad in loroi, acting as high officials at the celestial court.
Interestingly, loroi were adopted only for the images of archangels in Nubia, not for the images of
Nubian kings.
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