361.3 Magica
Korshi Dosoo, Healing Traditions in Coptic Magical Texts.
Trends in Classics 13 (2021) pp. 44-94.

Within the ‘market of healing” of Christian Egypt (here broadly considered as the fourth through twelfth
centuries CE), ‘magical’ practitioners represent an elusive yet recurrent category. Explores the evidence
for magical healing from three perspectives - first, literary texts which situate ‘magicians’ in competition
with medical and ecclesiastical healing; second, the papyrological evidence of Coptic-language magical
texts, which provide evidence for concepts of disease, wellness, and their mediation; and finally
confronting the question of how these healing traditions might be understood within the
methodologically materialistic framework of academic history, using the concepts of placebo and
healing as a performance.
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